RIC-EDINBURGH STATEMENT ON THE IHRA
DEFINITION OF ANTI-SEMITISM, 24.9.18
The Labour Party has accepted the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA)
definition of anti-semitism. This represents a significant blow to anti-racists. The IHRA is an
interstate organisation with a membership of only 31 out of the UN's 193 states. Several of
these are allies and arms suppliers to Israel. Other IHRA member states with a past and
current record of domestic anti-semitism, such as Hungary and Poland, use their international
support for Israel as a cover for their own racism. This is something quite acceptable to the
Israeli state. Israel's PM, Benjamin Netanyahu backs Hungary's PM, Victor Orban. He openly
supports "a Christian Europe", to which the even further Right add a "White" prefix.
Israel an apartheid-type racist state - the Palestinians an oppressed people
In the 1930s and '40s, many Jewish people living in Europe increasingly saw Palestine as a
haven from the mounting anti-semitism that culminated in the holocaust and the death of 6
million Jews and many others in Nazi death camps. The UK and other governments' lack of
concern for Jewish people was highlighted when it severely clamped down on Jewish asylum
seekers fleeing Nazi Germany in the aftermath of Kristallnacht in 1938, the mass killings
following the invasion of eastern Europe in 1941 and then the death camps set up after the
Wannsee Conference in 1942. Not able to gain entry into the UK or the USA, some tried to
make it to British-controlled Palestine, only to be drowned at sea. This is similar to the situation
facing today's mainly Muslim refugees and migrants, who try to cross the Mediterranean. Many
thousands have lost their lives. The UK has naval bases at Gibraltar and Cyprus, but these are
there to back British military force in the region, not to rescue the victims of imperial actions
and corporate greed.
But the explicit aim of Israel's founders was to create a Jewish supremacist state, in complete
disregard for the overwhelming majority of people already living in Palestine. That is racist to
its core. The method adopted was colonial settlement, backed by force. In 1948, Israel was
founded through terrorism and the mass ethnic cleansing of Palestinians - the Naqba. Ever
since Israel's foundation, Palestinians have been systematically discriminated against, expelled
from their homes, imprisoned, shot at, tortured and killed.
All Israel's discriminatory actions, laws and now the latest nationality law, which gives state
racism a constitutional status, highlight its reality as an apartheid-type state. The murder on
one day this year, May 14th, of 60 demonstrators in Gaza has been termed the Palestinian
'Sharpeville'. This is in memory of the 69 black protestors killed by South African apartheid
security forces in 1960. The parallels are only too clear. Would Labour have tolerated a Labour
Friends of Apartheid South Africa? Yet the Israeli state was also one of the strongest supporters
of Apartheid South Africa. This explains why, ever since the overthrow of Apartheid, South
Africa has been to the forefront of the international Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions
campaign (BDS). This is designed to emulate the Boycott Apartheid South Africa campaign,
which contributed to the ending of the old regime there. RIC-Edinburgh, on the basis of our
Scottish internationalist principles, supports the BDS campaign.
By accepting the IHRA's definition of anti-semitism, rejected by 40 different Jewish
organisations in 15 countries, a Labour Party member could now be expelled for declaring
Israel to be what it is - a racist state. However, this is not just an issue for the Labour Party. It
is part of the continuous Israeli state offensive to give it a free hand in the ethnic cleansing of

Palestinians, or their confinement to the 'bantustan' of the much-reduced West Bank and the
'ghetto' or mass prison camp of Gaza.
People who have spoken up against Israeli state crimes have been targeted by various Jewish
supremacist or Zionist organisations, which in the Labour Party include the Labour Friends of
Israel (LFI). Not all Zionists are Jews. Tony Blair and Gordon Brown are prominent members
of LFI. Non-Jewish Right-wingers find much to support in Israel. However, neither are all Jews
Zionists, despite the claims of the Tory dominated Board of Deputies and the Labour Friends
of Israel to speak for all Jews. We admire Scottish Jews against Zionism and other Jewish
organisations, which have shown their opposition to the racist nature of the Israeli state and its
many crimes against the Palestinian and neighbouring peoples.
Scottish unionist Lord Balfour's record of anti-semitism and the UK's handling of
refugees fleeing repression
Neither can we ignore the UK state's role in the founding of Israel. It was the Scottish
Conservative and Unionist, Lord Balfour who drew up the Balfour Declaration 1917. This
cynical exercise promised a 'Jewish Homeland' in a Palestine, which had already been promised
to Arabs for their support in the First World War against the Ottoman Empire. Nobody
consulted the people living in Palestine.
Balfour had a record, both when it came to clearing people off the land and promoting antisemitism. In 1885 as Scottish Secretary he sent gunboats to Tiree to quell crofters seeking
security on their land. The following year, Balfour became the Irish Secretary. Once again he
used force, this time to quell Irish tenant farmers, earning the name 'Bloody Balfour'. In 1905,
Balfour, as Home Secretary, introduced the Aliens Act, which targeted Jewish refugees fleeing
pogroms in Tsarist Russia. British supporters of the Balfour Declaration often wanted poor
Jews to leave the UK and settle in Palestine. Again the link between anti-semitism at home and
support for a Jewish state elsewhere is clear.
Today amongst the tens of thousands of refugees fleeing repression are Palestinians. Israel has
created a 'hostile environment', which Theresa May can only envy. And the UK government
remains a major supplier of arms to the Jewish supremacist state of Israel and the Islamic
supremacist state of Saudi Arabia adding to the misery. We support the work of the Scottish
Palestine Solidarity Campaign, which has Moslem, Jewish, Christian and non-religious
members and promotes Palestinian self-determination on democratic, secular and anti-racist
grounds.
British racists welcome Israel's ethnic self-definition
Racist loudmouth, Katie Hopkins, Islamophobic Tory MP, Zac Goldsmith, suspended DUP
MP Ian Paisley Junior, and neo-fascist Tommy Robinson support Israel's self-definition as an
ethnocracy. They clearly see this as a precedent for their own versions of an ethnic Britishness.
Both Gordon Brown and Michael Gove worked on ethnic/cultural tests before migrants can
become British. David Cameron's restricted franchise for the EU referendum revealed the
extent of the UK's acceptance of ethnic criteria for British nationality. On 12th September, all
but one of the Tory MEPs voted at Strasbourg against Orban's Hungarian government being
sanctioned. Both Orban and May support apartheid Israel.
Defending a civic nation in Scotland
In Scotland we have another important reason for rejecting the IHRA's acceptance of racial or
ethnic nationalism. During IndyRef1 the 'Yes' campaign championed a civic Scotland, open to

all who choose to live here - including Muslims and Jews. The franchise for IndyRef 1 included
all EU residents and 16-18 year olds. This was in marked contrast to the ethnic franchise for
the Tories' 2015 EU referendum. On the 6th September, as the Labour Party accepted Israel's
self-definition as a Jewish ethnocracy, Nicola Sturgeon announced that any future IndyRef2
will be open to all residents who choose Scotland as their home. We welcome this. In rejecting
the IHRA and its apologists, we support the idea and reality of Scotland as a civic nation.
RIC-Edinburgh seeks to break free from the clutches of the UK state, its British imperialist
delusions, and its support for ethnic or religious supramacist regimes. Another Scotland is
possible; another Europe is possible; and another World is possible.
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